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Remanufacturing is recognized as a key industry of the future, as top universities, national science laboratories, companies and trade 
organizations unite in $140 million REMADE Institute in Rochester, New York.

US Government Gives Huge
Boost to Remanufacturing

Reman Hall of Fame for 
Remanufacturers

For a long time, the 
remanufacturing industry 
has deserved a Hall of 
Fame for its leading 
personalities. It’s now 
about to get one. 
As part of its launch, 
Reman World is setting 
up a Remanufacturing 
Hall of Fame to honour 
individuals for lifetime 
achievement or particular 
distinction. Professor 
Xu Binshe, the Father of 
Remanufacturing in 
China, is the first 
inductee.

ReMaTecUSA 
Drops USA

Deutsche Turbo  
Aims at the Top in 
Turbocharger Reman

Transition to  
the Unknown
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Anyone reading these lines will already be fully aware of the growing 
importance of automotive and heavy duty remanufacturing. In recent years, 
the progress of reman has been a significant feature of the motor industry and 
there is little doubt that the trend is set to continue. The millions of vehicles on 
the world’s roads clearly testify to this. 

In fact, remanufacturing in general is rapidly becoming a byword for sensible, 
sustainable and socially responsible use of the world’s dwindling resources. 
Within this area, automotive and HD reman is the single most influential 
component, although other industries are catching up.

Indeed, the magazine that you’re now reading - along with its associated 
newsletter and services - reflects global trends. As green industries are 
becoming the accepted business norm - by governments, regions, local 
authorities, corporations and industry leaders - around the world, there is a 
corresponding need for news, views and information. Reman World is 
designed to meet such demands, and its association with APRA, the global 
Automotive Parts Remanufacturers Association, underpins this. 

Independent of commercial interests or controlling ownership with different 
aims, Reman World sets out to mirror the industry’s ongoing development.  
Reman World’s simple ambition is to be the premier platform for a forward-
looking industry that takes social responsibility seriously, adds value to society, 
creates employment and enhances creativity. As has already been said:  
Remanufacturing is the ultimate form of recycling. 
 
Welcome to a New Year and a new world – Reman World.

Welcome to 
Reman World

Published and edited by
William Schwarck
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REMANUFACTURING HALL OF FAME

Reman World Launches 
Hall of Fame

T
he motor industry has long had 
its prestigious Automotive Hall 
of Fame. Now there will be a 
Remanufacturing Hall of Fame, 
too. As remanufacturing is 

becoming an increasingly important 
sector of the automotive industry, we 
believe that it’s only fair and proper that 
the industry should honour some of its 
finest leaders.

For this reason Reman World has decided 
to establish a digital Remanufacturing Hall 
of Fame. Designed to honour distin-
guished individuals in automotive and 
commercial vehicle remanufacturing, the 

Hall will live at Reman World.com, the
independent magazine and website for 
news, information and promotion of 
remanufacturing in the motor industry. 

Induction of new Hall of Fame honourees 
will take place once or twice a year during 
major industry events across the world. 

Currently, the induction committee 
comprises Dr. Nabil Nasr of Rochester 
Institute of Technology, New York, 
Professor Rolf Steinhilper, University of 
Bayreuth, Germany, Joe Kripli, President 
of APRA, John Chalifoux, President/CEO 
of MERA and William Schwarck, 
 Publisher/Editor of Reman World. 

By William Schwarck, Publisher/Editor

There are many ways to honour 
individuals who have performed 
unique services in their chosen 
fields. Halls of Fame in honour 
of legendary men and women 
exist in the world of sports, 
of science, in many industries 
in different parts of the world. 
Common to them all is that 
they celebrate outstanding 
individuals who have performed 
with particular distinction.

Professor Xu Binshe, the now retired founder of Beijing’s National Key 
Laboratory for Remanufacuring and generally recognised as the Father of 
Remanufacturing in China, is the first member of the Remanufacturing Hall 
of Fame. A hugely important figure in the development of remanufacturing 
in China, Professor Xu Binshe has received numerous honours and held 
scores of academic positions for his lifetime work.

In his speech during the induction ceremony in Beijing in 
2016 William Schwarck, Publisher/Editor of Reman World, told 
Professor Xu Binshe:  

“When I prepared these few words I looked up the name of Xu 
Binshe on the internet with a view to list the many well 
deserved honours that you have received over the years. 
However, it soon became clear that if I were to list them all, or 
even a fraction of them, I would be talking for half an hour and 

you might lose patience. Your influence on remanufcturing in China has 
clearly been historic, and your achievements will leave an indelible footprint 
on industrial policy in China for many years to come.”

In addition to his pioneering work as Director of Beijing’s National Key 
Laboratory, Professor Xu Binshe is an Academician of the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering, a part-time Professor at more than 10 
universities, such as Tsinghua University, Harbin Institute Of 
Technology(HIT), Beijing University of Aeronautics & Astronautics 
and National University of Defense Technology. He is also an 
Honorary Professor of the Warsaw University of Technology. 
Professor Xu Binshe has published 17 theses on a wide range of 
subjects, including Materials Surface Engineering and Nano-
surface Engineering, as well as more than 300 academic papers.

China’s Xu Binshe first Hall of Fame Inductee

Professor Xu Binshe is inducted into the Remanufacturing Hall of Fame by William 
Schwarck, Publisher/Editor, Reman World. Photo from the 2016 World Remanufacturing 
Summit in Beijing.

Professor Xu Binshe, The father of Chinese remanufacturing.

January/February 2017
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A Giant Leap 
for Remankind
U.S. government steps in to support comprehensive remanufacturing R&D. New $140 million 
REMADE Institute in Rochester, New York, brings remanufacturing to the forefront of the 
industries of the future.

By Niels V. Christiansen, US Editor

A  
private-public partnership 
between the United States 
government, top universities, 
industry organizations and 
remanufacturing companies 

is set to drive remanufacturing forward as 
a prominent part of the advanced U.S. 
industry of the 21st century.

This is a dream come true for U.S. 
remanu facturing, from the smallest to the 
largest operators. But the benefits are 
global.

Rochester Institute of Technology’s 
Golisano Institute for Sustainability, 
already a leader in shaping remanufactur-
ing world-wide, has been selected to run 
the new effort, to be known as the Energy 
Reducing Embodied-Energy and Decreas-
ing Emissions (REMADE) Institute.

The announcement by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy a few days into the new 
year, may be just another step in the 
Obama Administration’s Manufacturing 
USA grand plan to shape the U.S. industry 
of the future. But it represents a giant leap 
for remankind.

“...a huge 
 recognition by the 
U.S. government 
of the importance 
of this field”
The REMADE Institute is to be one of 15 
research consortiums across the nation, 
pooling the knowledge, research and 

development skills of academia, industries 
and organizations to create new advanced 
technologies, energy and ressource 
savings, improved competitiveness and 
jobs. Each consortium is focused on its 
own set of advanced technologies, 
ranging from photonics and lightweight 
materials for aerospace applications to 
intelligence, real-time controls and 3D 
printing.

HUGE RECOGNITION
“To put remanufacturing in at the same 
levels as those advanced technologies is a 
huge recognition by the U.S. government 
of the importance of this field,” said Nabil 
Nasr, the driving force behind the 
Golisano Institute and now the chairman 
and CEO of the REMADE Institute. “That 
in itself is a huge achievement and the 
fulfilment of a long-time dream for us.”

The REMADE Institute will be funded by 
$70 million from the U.S. Department of 
Energy over five years and another $70 
million in private commitments to share 
the costs from industry and other 
consortium members. In all, 26 
universities, 44 companies, seven national 
research labs, 26 trade associations and 
foundations, and three states, New York, 
Colorado and Utah, brought together by 
Nasr and his team at RIT, are participating. 

GOALS
Among the stated goals for the first five 
years of the REMADE Institute:
•  50 percent increase in remanufacturing 

applications
•  30 percent increase in efficiency of 

remanufacturing operations
•  5 to 10 percent improvement in 

manufacturing material efficiency by 
reducing manufacturing material waste.

•  30 percent increase in recycling 
efficiencies.

For 25 years Dr. Nabil Nasr and the Rochester 
Institute of Technology, RIT, have been on the 
leading edge in the field of clean and 
sustainable production, remanufacturing and 
sustainable product development. Putting 
together the REMADE Institute consortium and 
winning government support is a crowning 
moment for Nasr and his team at RIT.

Dr. Nasr is RIT Assistant Provost for 
Academic Affairs and Director of 
RIT’s Golisano Institute for 
Sustainability, GIS. 

From January, 2017, he is also 
Chairman and CEO of the REMADE 
Institute.

He was the founder and leader of 
RIT’s Center for Remanufacturing 

and Resource Recovery, and in 2007, RIT 
opened the Golisano Center, another Nasr 
brainchild, assisting hundreds of companies in 
using materials that last longer and designing 
products that can be reused or remanufactured.

Nasr is in the executive leadership group of the 
Remanufacturing Industries Council, has lent 
his expertise to the Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, 
OECD, The Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation, APEC, the United 
Nations, and the World Trade 
Organization, among numerous 
other national and global agencies 
and organizations. 

A headquarters for the REMADE 
Institute will be established in 
Rochester in the near future.

The Rochester, New York, Connection
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In the longer term, the aim is to achieve a 
50-percent improvement by 2027 in 
overall energy efficiency by driving down 
the cost of technologies to reuse, recycle 
and remanufacture metals, fibers, 
polymers and electronic waste.  

This could save billions of dollars annually 
in energy costs, improve U.S. competitive-
ness and create business and job 
opportunities.

WORLD-WIDE IMPACT
For the U.S. government and Energy 
Secretary, Ernest Moniz, the REMADE 
Institute’s immediate importance is how it 
will help make the U.S. manufacturing 
industry more efficient, greener, more 
competitive and ready for the jobs of the 
future. 

But the impact will inevitably be world-
wide and significant.

“The challenge with remanufacturing is 
that it can be hard to get the attention at 
the national level and at the exciting R&D 
development level, but we did it. We did 
it. Basically, through that institute we are 
now in the forefront,” stated Nasr. 

“We believe this 
will be a truly 
 revolutionary 
change in the way 
we do things”
“Within hours of the Energy Department’s 
announcement, calls started coming in 
from China and Europe from people in the 
remanufacturing industry who wanted to  
learn about what we are doing to help 

them do similar things in other parts of the 
world. We are going to get the attention of 
a lot of governments and advanced 
research groups, and we hope this is going 
to launch a lot of wonderful initiatives.”

As has been the case in the past, 
technological and remanufacturing 
advances from Rochester will be 
published and shared.

IMPACT ON REMANUFACTURERS 
For motor remanufacturers, the impacts 
will be profound. They will benefit from 
the recognition of the importance of 
remanufacturing as well as the anti-
cipated technological advances. When 
academia, businesses, organizations and 
government pool their R&D interests and 
efforts, technologies will result that 
make it feasible for many companies, 
small and large, to do things they cannot 
do today.

The Golisano Institute for Sustainability in Rochester, New York, is playing a central role in the REMADE Institute revolution.

Photo: David Lamp Photography
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“Once you raise awareness, increase 
capabilities and make it feasible from 
design to manufacturing of a product to 
make remanufacturing a feasible 
alternative, many of the products we 
have will be even better candidates for 
remanufacturing, and many of the larger 
companies will look for suppliers that will 
work with them,” stated Nasr.  

“So, it’s a win from every angle. We 
believe this will be a truly revolutionary 
change in the way we do things. 
Remanufacturing never really had the 
R&D focus that it deserves. We hope this 
will make a lot of this happen.”

IMPACT ON CONSUMERS
Nasr sees the consumers as winners, as 
well. They benefit from more economical 
products as material use is extended, 
when products are better designed to be 
remanufactured, and better technology 
becomes accessible, driving up the 
economic value. Another consumer 
benefit is the constant aim to make sure 
the products are green and not causing 
harmful impacts – a growing consumer 
interest. 

The Reducing Embodied-Energy and Decreasing 
Emissions or REMADE Institute pools the 
knowledge, experience, interests and 
ressources of a consortium of 106 interested 
members aiming to turbo-charge research and 
development into sustainable, green, lean, 
innovative and competitive product 
manufacturing, reuse and remanufacturing. It is 
one of 15 such consortiums in the Obama 
Administration’s Manufacturing USA initiative, 
harnessing R&D ressources in different fields to 
create the U.S. industries and jobs of the 21st 
century.

Among the members of the REMADE Institute:
•  26 universities, ranging from RIT and 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT, in 
Boston, Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut, and Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to state 
universities in California, Oklahoma and Utah.

•  Seven national laboratories: Oak Ridge, 
Sandia, Ames, Argonne, Idaho, Pacific North 
West National Laboratories and the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory.

•  44 companies, ranging from Automotive 
remanufacturers, such as Cummins, Level 
Seven, Delphi, CoreCentric Solutions, 
Southern Core Recycling to Davies Office, 
Caterpillar, Cisco and Nike.

•  26 industry trade associations and 
foundations, including the Automotive Parts 
Remanufacturers Association, APRA, the 
Motor & Equipment Remanufacturers 
Association, MERA, the Remanufacturing 
Industries Council, RIC, the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation.

•  Three states: Colorado, New York and Utah.

The REMADE Connection
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A 
“resounding success” was 
how RAI described the 
launch of the new BigR/
ReMaTecNews in October 
2014. Again, the following 

year, in 2015, the Dutch organiser called 
the show a “resounding success”. In 
November 2016, immediately before the 
third Big R/ReMaTecUSA, Rai Amsterdam’s 
publicity department predicted another 
“resounding success” for the Vegas event.
A few days later, the organisers issued 
another statement: “By agreement with 

APRA, RAI Amsterdam has decided to 
withdraw from ReMaTecUSA.” Along with 
the announcement of its intention to quit 
the US remanufacturing market, the 
organisers said that ReMaTec would now 
focus on additional remanufacturing areas 
beyond automotive and heavy duty. The 
change of direction would begin from the 
ReMaTec2017 show in June in Amsterdam
.
RISE AND FALL
The story of the rise and fall of ReMaTec’s 
remanufacturing activities in the US is a 

tale of failed ambitions, disappointing 
results and, to a degree, a lack of 
communication and the consequence of 
underestimating a new market. Failing to 
bridge a communications gap by ReMaTec 
seems to have played a role, too. 

The latter was exemplified by the 
following statement from a prominent 
remanufacturing executive with a long 
record as an exhibitor: “I do not intend to 
exhibit here again. I’ve never been 
treated so badly before.” “They have 

RAI Amsterdam Drops  
ReMaTecUSA
Little more than three years ago, Rai Amsterdam, the Dutch show organiser and exhibition centre, 
announced that it was purchasing a financial interest in APRA’s longstanding remanufacturing show,  
Big R, in Las Vegas. Having run the biennial ReMaTec exhibition in the Netherlands for several years, 
RAI did not hide its ambition to expand the ReMaTec concept abroad. 

By William Schwarck, Publisher/Editor

RAI AMSTERDAM
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RAI AMSTERDAM

brought a somewhat nonservice-minded 
attitude to the show”, said another. “It 
won’t do them any good here.”
Nevertheless, in a press release about the 
2015 show, RAI Amsterdam’s head of 
remanufacturing, Niels Klarenbeek, 
assured visitors and exhibitors that all was 
fine with ReMaTecUSA.

“We’ve seen the growing global interest 
in the remanufacturing industry reflected 
on the show floor this year,” Klarenbeek 
stated. “Together with our partner, APRA, 
we have been working towards an 
increased representation of the various 
segments of the reman industry on the 
show floor, and we’re very proud to see 
this has attracted a truly international 
audience, with more and more OEs in 
attendance.”

NEW AREAS
Going forward, Amsterdam RAI now aims 
at expanding the event to reman 
segments, such as maritime applications, 
agriculture and aerospace, announced 
Bas Dalm, who took over as Senior Vice 
President, International Exhibitions of RAI 

Amster dam in the spring of 2016, 
following the departure of his predecessor 
Theo Lingmont. “ReMaTec aims to be an 
independent platform with high quality 
exhibitors and visitors focusing on the 
remanufacturing industry in general.” 

Recent developments follow a period of 
some turbulence within RAI Amsterdam 
and its remanufacturing team. Over the 

past year, ReMaTec parted with William 
Schwarck (the writer of these lines) as 
Editor-in-Chief of ReMaTecNews, and 
around the same time Theo Lingmont, 
RAI Amsterdam’s International Director, 
left after eight years in the job. During the 
past three years, the team that produced 
ReMaTecNews until 2011 have battled 
with constant departures and replace-
ments. In the latest development, the 
company has handed its ReMaTecNews 
magazine over to a UK agency and taken 
leave of Ids Boersma, a longstanding 
senior executive, who headed the 
company’s initial acquisition of the 
ReMaTec organisation in 2004. In the 
meantime, Niels Klarenbeek, ReMaTec’s 
team leader has been absent for the last 
six months.

Focusing on the ReMatec show in June, 
2017, Amsterdam RAI is now putting the 
“resounding success” of ReMatecUSA 
behind it. There are new fields to be 
ploughed. It remains to be seen by whom 
and where. 

Ids Boersma Theo Lingmont

January/February 2017
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One of the world’s leading additive and 
lubricants manufacturers has introduced a 
new additive that could be used by 
engine remanufacturers to help improve 
performance and extend warranty 
protection.

“It will remove performance inhibiting 
deposits, protect against corrosion and is 
a product that’s ideal for the engine 
reman market,” says Les Downer, Euro-
pean Director, Lucas Oil Products.” 
Additives are frequently used to support 
product warranties, and the protection 
provided by Complete Engine Treatment 
is an ideal choice.

Complete Engine Treatment from Lucas Oil 
is said to set new benchmarks in engine 
additive technology, because it can be 
added to fuel systems or engine blocks.  
It is designed to clean and lubricate every
 component from the fuel tank to the  en g i ne 
cylinders, according to the company.

Downer pointed out, that fortified oils 
continue to protect engines for far longer.
“By reducing gum and varnish production, 
the engine oil’s lubricating capabilities are 
improved, while protection from friction 
and wear is increased,” he said. These  
are qualities that engine remanufacturers 
are always seeking to achieve.” 

New Additive for
Engine Reman Market

Denso Strengthens
Reman operations

Knorr Bremse Defeats ZF in Battle for Haldex

With effect from January, power manage-
ment company Eaton has brought its 
lineup of FLEX Reman transmissions into 
the Canadian marketplace for the first 
time. The company said this will allow 
Canadian OEM dealers to offer customers 
two tiers of Eaton Factory Reman 
 products – standard reman transmissions 
with clutch housings and FLEX Reman 
transmissions with no clutch housings.

 “FLEX eliminates the need to stock the 
entire portfolio of Eaton replacement 

transmissions, yet still allows participants 
to maintain a healthy inventory with a 
wide range of available torque ratings for 
multiple trucking applications,” said 
Bill Fouch, Manager, Aftermarket 
 Marketing, Eaton. “Fleets also benefit 
from the FLEX programs competitive 
pricing and enhanced access to the many 
models that are available through the 
program.” 

Eaton Rolls Out Line of Reman Transmissions

In December, Germany’s brake giant, 
Knorr-Bremse, sealed its victory in the 
battle for Sweden’s Haldex by securing 
86.1 percent of the brake systems firm’s 
shares, the Reuters international news 
agency reported.

German rivals ZF Friedrichshafen and Knorr 
both wanted to buy Haldex because of its 
expertise in brake systems for trucks and 
trailers, which car suppliers want to 
develop into autonomous driving systems.
The Haldex board initially recommended 

ZF’s offer even though it was 
lower than Knorr’s, saying it 
was concerned that a takeover by Knorr
could face antitrust issues. But ZF failed to
clinch a majority of Haldex shares, resulting 
in victory for Knorr’s $600 million bid. 

DENSO Products and Services 
Americas Inc., an affiliate of DENSO 
Corp., has named D.J. Park Senior 
Manager of Engineering and Electrical 
Operations at its remanufacturing plant 
in California. In the newly created 
position, Park is responsible for all 
engineering and design aspects of 
DENSO’s remanufacturing activities, 
including its initiatives to meet increas-
ing market demand for top-quality 
reman products in North America, the 
company stated.

Park’s specialist expertise includes rotat-
ing electrical products and reverse engi-
neering in remanufacturing, as well as
product development, design, process
improvement and quality assurance.

Located in Murrieta, California, the 
Denso plant specializes in the remanu-
facturing of rotating electrical products 
and diesel products. The plant recently 
completed an upgrade of the facility, 
which includes a new supply pump 
product line and expands its fuel 
injector performance bench test 
capabilities. 
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Backed by 18 years of experience from driving 
business development in a number of 
industrial sectors, Jeroen Velthuis joined the 
newly established Deutsche Turbo in 2015. 
Even for someone with a back ground in key 
account management and experience in 
turning around under performing 
organisations, the challenge could be seen 
as daunting. So far, however, Velthuis has 
succeeded. The company is currently deep 
into contract negotations with four large 
OES-businesses and expect more to join 
during 2017.

Jeroen Velthuis

DEUTSCHE TURBO
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Deutsche Turbo Aims 
at Top Spot in Europe
This year will see the emergence of a major new player in the European market for remanufactured 
turbochargers. After a year of detailed preparation, the newcomer, Deutsche Turbo GmbH, is ready  
to launch what is set to impact significantly on the rapidly expanding turbocharger reman industry.

A 
A lean structure. Focus on OE 
customers. High production 
volumes. Efficient process 
management. Those are the 
key components in a business 

plan designed to make this new arrival in 
the market for remanufactured turbo-
chargers a major player in Europe. 

“We see that many OE customers focus 
more on gaining a larger share of the 
independent aftermarket than they did 
before,” said Jeroen Velthuis, the Dutch-
born Chief Executive tasked with turning 
Deutsche Turbo GmbH into a leader in the 
turbocharger segment. He believes that 
the goal is well within reach.

“The crucial challenge is to provide 
customers with reproducible quality and 
the capacity to handle high volumes, and 
Deutsche Turbo is designed to do exactly 
that,” he told Reman World in a wide-rang-
ing conversation. “We have invested signif-
icant amounts in high tech machinery and 
we have gathered a group of highly profes-
sional people to manage it.“

The result is a team with considerable 
expertise and a strong network within its 
potential OES customer base. Among 
them are Peter Wenzel, previously head of 
a turbocharger reman facility with focus on 
OE, and Raik Simon, an experienced, 
former OE key account manager. The two 
managers, together with a number of 
colleagues, are considered instrumental 
for Deutsche Turbo’s progress.

“Furthermore, we have been certified ISO 
9001:2015 within three months after the 
opening of our serial remanufacturing 
plant, and we are scheduled to realize the 
IATF 16949:2016 certificate before the end 
of 2017. All in all, we’re well set to make a 
strong impact on the market,” stated 
Velthuis.

An affiliate of German investment compa-
ny, Sercoo, which in 2014 acquired the 
assets of Bücker & Essing, as well as BE 
Turbo Systems, Deutsche Turbo spent 
most of 2016 setting up the new Lingen-
facility preparing workshops, installing 
specialised testing and remanufacturing 
machinery, and preparing for full scale 
operations. Having completed all technical 
preparations for an initial production of up 
to 25.000 turbochargers, the company is 
confident that at full capacity, it will be 
able to produce 100.000 units per year. 
This would make Deutsche Turbo a very 
large reman operator by any standard.

HIGH AMBITIONS
The business model is firmly fixed on 

New Force in Turbocharger Reman

January/February 2017
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serving OES customers rather than the 
independent aftermarket. After extensive 
market analyses, Deutsche Turbo is 
confident that there is a significant niche 
for serial remanufacturing of turbochargers 
for OEM/OES customers. That confidence 
is reflected in its goal of reaching the 
100.000 unit capacity by 2020. 

“The market for 
remanufactured 
turbochargers is 
growing, and we’re 
confident that we  
will con tri bute 
 considerably to its 
further growth”
“We have analyzed the market in great 
detail, and we see plenty of potential for a 
business that offers high-performance 
service solutions and high-class production 
capacity combined with OE quality levels, 
“Jeroen Velthuis says.“We believe that the 
OEM/OES segment will increasingly look 
for remanufacturers, that meet their 
requirements for high-capacity serial 
production. The market for turbochargers 
is growing, and we’re confident that we 
will be able to contribute considerably to 
its further growth.”

EXPANSION 
Since the Sercoo Group acquisition of 
remanufacturer Bücker & Essing and BU 
Turbo Systems, Deutsche Turbo has 
completed a 4700 sq.m. production and 
warehouse facility in Lingen in the state of 
Lower Saxony. The company headquarters, 
however, remains in Munich in Bavaria, the 
domicile of the parent group, Sercoo. 

Having put the development stage behind 
them, Velthuis and his management team 

have their eyes firmly focused on further 
expansion. The longer-term aim is to turn 
Deutsche Turbo into a world-leader – and 
“longer-term”, in Deutsche Turbo’s 
definition, is “shorter” rather than “longer”.

“Yes, we expect to see a strong rise in the 
number of employees in Lingen,” Velthuis 
said. “Our owners at Sercoo, who offer a 
full range of services within the energy and 
transport sectors, as well as for industry 
and trade, expect further acquisitions and 
international expansion in the coming 
years. As I said, Deutsche Turbo, has now 
put the planning stage behind us, and 
we’re ready to carry the plans forward.”

The expectations are driven by a variety of 
considerations. Velthuis foresees rising 
future demand for reman services to OEs 
- in terms of component salvage and 
liberation of resources, as well as in 
innovation, specialisation, quality and 
production management. Increasing 
demand from diesel and gasoline applica-
tions are other factors, as are the rapid rise 
in the turbocharger population and the 
corresponding need for matching recent 
technological advances. Further indications 
favorable to Deutsche Turbo’s concept are 
customer needs for cost effective 
 maintenance. For which the company’s 
reman exchange program will come in 
handy.

“DEUTSCHE”
Within this context, the “Deutsche” part 
of the name Deutsche Turbo has some 
significance. Explained Velthuis:
“We have all seen remanufacturers 
establishing remanufacturing operations in 
low-wage countries or moving productions 
to low-cost locations. In our case, we 
decided to emphasize our expertise, quest 
for quality and reliability and technical 
expertise by including “Deutsche” in our 
name and to make a point of maintaining 
our production in Germany, a country with 
a long-standing tradition for technical 
excellence and with easy access to 
customers across Europe. 

“The “Deutsche” in our name illustrates 
where we come from and what our values 
are. At the same time, we see our future as 
a leading turbocharger remanufacturer for 
all of Europe,” Velthuis said. “We’re very 
confident in what lies ahead.” 

Further down the road, a second produc-
tion facility and a significant increase in 
employee numbers, as well as customers, 
are on the planning board. “This is only 
the beginning,” Velthuis said. “There is a 
lot more to come.”

Seems that while the above article marks 
the start of a new venture, it certainly won’t 
be the last. As they say, “you ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet.” Jeroen Velthuis will subscribe 
to that. 

Raik Simon

Peter Wenzel
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A
ccording to Mark Bondoni, 
Ford’s Global Remanufactur-
ing Strategy Manager, reman 
is a key piece in Ford’s overall 
growth strategy. This is 

reflected in the continuous development, 
as well as the latest overhaul of the 
Motorcraft line, announced shortly before 
Christmas.

In the new Motorcraft range, SKUs have 
been consolidated, prices reduced and 
parts coverage expanded for older model 
year vehicles.

Remanufactured parts in the overhauled 
line include A/C compressors, alternators, 
brake calipers, starters, power steering 

pumps and integral 
gear boxes.

The reman range is set to 
continue to expand, and 
further reman products are 
slated to be introduced 
each year in 2017, 18, 19 
and 20, according to 
Bondoni.

“We appreciate the 
opportunity to put out 
quality products to Ford 
engineered specs, the 
opportunity to put out green products as 
well as the opportunity to offer products 
that are affordable to customers,” he said.

ADDED ADVANTAGE
Marc Liskey, manager, Repair 
Product Planning Maintenance 
& Light Repair, North America, 
expects the changes to give 
the Motorcraft line an added 
 advantage in the competition 
with smaller independent 
brands.

“Offering competitive pricing 
and consolidating parts,” said 
Liskey, “will make it easier to 
stock and sell Motorcraft parts, 

helping dealers, distributors and 
installers to do their job more effectively 
and improving customer satisfaction in the 
process.” 

Ford’s Motorcraft Brand
Confirms Reman Emphasis
Motorcraft, Ford Motor Company’s parts brand, is changing its product composition, pricing and 
service. As a consequence, the emphasis on remanufactured parts is increasing.

Mark Bondoni

January/February 2017



15

Your 
customers 
trust You. 
You Trust 
TransTec®.

When you need 
rock solid support

Transtec Corteco 1TransTecwww.transtec.com

TransTec® kits come with 
over 38 years of history 
serving satisfi ed customers.

201604_rematec_transtec_90x133.indd   1 18.04.2016   13:59:41

NEWS

T
he acquisition by Torque 
includes BorgWarner affiliate, 
Remy’s, North American light 
vehicle rotating electrical 
remanufacturing business and 

power steering business (Maval Industries), 
as well as Remy’s European light- and 
medium-duty rotating electrical remanu-
facturing business. The price of the 
transaction is in the region of $80 million.
David Overbeeke, Partner, Torque Capital, 
and President/CEO of Brake Parts Inc., 
said, “The Remy brand embodies the 
same heritage and core values as repre-
sented by the Raybestos brand, including 
integrity, product quality and customer 
focus. I believe these values are the 
essential underpinnings of a successful 
business. I look forward to working with 

the Remy team as we pursue the 
 enhancements of the Remy business.”

BRAKE PARTS 
Joseph Parzick, Managing Partner of 
Torque Capital, commented, “We are 
delighted to partner with the manage-
ment of Remy to support them in their 
transition to an independent, after market 
customer-focused business. 

The Remy brand is recognized worldwide 
for its quality, technology and reliability. 
There are many similarities between Remy 
and our existing portfolio company, Brake 
Parts Inc. (BPI), including our focus on 
delivering value to our customers through 
product quality, product innovation and 
competitive pricing.”

Dave Nichols, Senior Vice President of 
Sales and General Manager at Remy, 
commented, “We welcome the Torque 
Capital investment group and see their 
investment in us as validation of our 
aftermarket growth strategy. We admire 
what they have accomplished at Brake 
Parts Inc. and look forward to working 
with them as we continue to drive 
efficiencies at Remy and enhance our 
customer value proposition.”

The transaction includes manufacturing 
facilities in San Luis Potosi, Mexico; 
Piedras Negras, Mexico; Twinsburg, Ohio; 
Edmond, Oklahoma; Brussels, Belgium; 
Jemmal (Menzel Harb), Tunisia; and 
Miskolc, Hungary.  The business employs 
a total of around 3,000 people. 

New Home for Remy’s Light Vehicle Business
In a significant move, BorgWarner has transferred three areas of its remanufacturing operations to 
New York based Torque Capital. Torque Capital is a private equity firm specializing in turnarounds 
and “liquidity-challenged companies.”

www.RemanWorld.com
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Substandard Auto Parts  
Growing Public Safety Hazard

T
he U.S. Federal Trade 
 Commission estimates the 
annual turnover in counterfeit 
auto parts in the U.S. to be  
$12 billion.

In one example, local mechanics told The 
Herald newspaper in Everett, Washington, 
that the problem is so bad that they have 
a hard time finding quality parts at their 
local suppliers, including outlets of some 
national car parts chains. 

Cheaply made brake pads are among the 
low cost parts failing to meet required 
production standards and turning into 

instant safety hazards. But the issue cuts 
across categories of parts, the paper said.

The Herald recounted the experience of 
Marc Bucheau, a Shoreline, Washington, 
mechanic in a local repair shop, who said 
he went through eight alternators for one 
particular car at a national car parts chain 
before finding one that worked.

Industry observers call for improved 
government oversight over imported car 
parts and increased emphasis on 
educating consumers about the 
importance of using quality parts from 
reputable brands. 

Counterfeit and substandard auto parts, often made in China, are raising public safety 
concerns in the United States.

COUNTERFEITING
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DONALD TRUMP

W
hat this means for US 
and world remanufactur   -
ing may only become 
clear over time as 
rhetoric gives way to 

policies, and fantasy, presumably, bends 
to reality.

“Trump has declared an interest in lower 
costs and US jobs. And remanufacturing is 
what the mainstream automotive and 
truck industry wants,” said APRA 
President Joe Kripli, who is following 
every move in the Trump administration 
transition closely. “But we have no specific 
expectations. Mostly, what we hear at this 
point is rhetoric. We don’t know Donald 
Trump’s priorities, and anyway, he will still 
have to work with Congress. It could be 
3-4 years before we know where we are 
headed.”

SETTING THE TONE
Much of what Donald Trump has said 
during the long campaign and since his 
unexpected victory on November 8, 
including many of his strongest themes, 
appear to have been setting a tone more 
than a direction. It seems clear that there 
will be no border wall paid for by Mexico, 
no prosecution and jailing of Hillary 
Clinton, and no ban on all muslims from 
entering the US.

But where Trump’s opponents and critics 
see him as a tweeting menace, a threat to 
world peace and endless scandals waiting 
to happen, his followers expect him to 
make America as good as new or better.

In all the uncertainty, US remanufacturers 
are hoping for improvements in the 
general business climate through tax 
reforms and easing of regulations. This is 
also the expectation of the majority of the 

US business investors and the financial 
world. It is reflected in the continued 
strong advances in US stock market 
indexes following the elections.

WIDE DIFFERENCES
The US remanufacturing industry ranges  
from large national and international 
operators to thousands of mom and pop 
shops, and the interests and consequenc-
es of potential Trump Administration 
policies differ widely.

This is perhaps best illustrated in two of 
the hottest issues and declared Trump 
causes, a remake of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA, and US 

trade relations with China.
Growing numbers of large remanufactur-
ers, whose responsibility is to bring the 
greatest returns to their stock holders, are 
benefitting from the current NAFTA. They 
like the option to move remanufacturing 
capacity to Mexico and China where labor 
is cheap and regulations are less demand-
ing than in the US. 

SMALLER COMPANIES
The smaller companies, who have 
declined by 50% in number in recent 
decades while struggling in the face of 
low cost overseas competion, generally 

like Trump’s stated goal to renegotiate 
NAFTA to preserve American jobs and 
businesses.

In the case of China, the playing field is 
even more tilted, as the stream of 
inexpensive and often inferior quality 
remanufactured Chinese products is 
increasingly wreaking havoc in the US 
market. 

This tempts many in the US industry to 
wish that Trump will follow through on his 
threats to put tariffs on Chinese imports. 
But such a move, Kripli noted, could stir 
up US consumers who like low prices. 

The further risk is that Trump trade 
policies could escalate into a trade war,
in which case all bets would be off.  
For now remanufacturers just have to 
wait and see. 

Transition to 
the Unknown
By Niels V. Christiansen, US Editor

“It could be three 
or four years  before 
we know where we 
are headed.”
Joe Kripli, APRA President on remanu-
facturing and the Trump Administration.

Like no President-elect before him, Donald J. Trump, has put his immediate imprint on the 
United States with a new style, new attitudes and scrapping of conventions.  

Remanufacturing Industry Cautiously Awaiting Donald Trump

Photo: M
ichael Vadon 

Donald Trump
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Europe’s “Professor Reman”
Prepares for Retirement
After more than 30 years at the top of 
Europe’s remanufacturing industry, 
Germany’s Professor Rolf Steinhilper is 
preparing for retirement from Bayreuth 
University’s Chair of Manufacturing and 
Remanufacturing Technology. Appointed 
to his post in 2001, Professor Steinhilper is 
recognised as the driving force behind the 
department’s rise as Europe’s pre-eminent 
academic institution for remanufacturing. 

During his tenure, Professor Steinhilper 
succeeded in creating a key role for 
remanufacturing in the development of 
engineering technology in Europe. 
Through his participation in numerous 
symposia, exhibitions and conferences 
across the world, he also established his 
name at the forefront of the global move 
towards sustainable production and 
technology. 

As the author of the remanufacturing 
classic, “Remanufacturing of Mechanical 
Engineering Products”, published in 

seven languages, Rolf Steinhilper has 
inspired not only hundreds of future 
engineers at Bayreuth University but also 
spread the message of sustainable 
production and remanufacturing to new 
generations globally.

In 2012, he was a co-founder of the 
World Remanufacturing Summit’s annual 
series of conferences in Europe, USA and 
Asia. When Germany’s renowned 
research institute, Fraunhofer, decided to 
open an affiliated institute for process 
engineering, it was inevitable that the 
Institute should appoint Rolf Steinhilper 
as head of the project. In November 
2016, he was made “Remanufacturer of 
the Year” at APRA’s BigR/ReMaTec show 
in Las Vegas.

The academic authorities in Germany are 
expected to appoint Professor 
Steinhilper’s successor during the spring 
of 2017 with a view to the appointee 
taking up the post in late 2018. 

William Schwarck, the founder of the 
Remanufacturer of the Year award and 
until 2016 Chairman of the panel of 
judges, congratulates Rolf Steinhilper on 
his success.

Shingo Komatsu Moves Upstairs
Shingo Komatsu, a familiar face in 
international remanufacturing and owner 
of Japan’s Shine Etsu in Nakano north of 
Tokyo, has relinquished some of his 
duties. When taking over a new role of 
Chairman, Komatsu last year appointed 
Kent Naegeli new President. Aki Ikeda, 
Komatsu’s long-standing assistant and 
another familiar face on the international 
remanufacturing circuit, continues to be a 
member of Shine’s top management 
team.
 
Kent Naegeli returns to starter-alternator 
remanufacturer, SHINE, having held 
various management positions in Bosch 
Asia Pacific. 

Shingo Komatsu, Shine’s veteran owner 
and driving force, (left) has appointed 
Kent Naegeli (right) President. 

PEOPLE & PARTS
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Mascot Opens 
New Driveshaft 
Facility
Mascot, The Canadian remanufacturer of 
heavy truck differentials, transmissions, 
steering components and drivelines, has 
announced the opening of a full service, 
driveshaft facility in Plainsfield, Indiana. 

Owned by Meritor until acquired by an 
investor group which included current 
president/CEO Bill Statham, Mascot has 
established the driveshaft plant near 
Meritor’s existing location in Plainsfield. 
The move follows Mascots decision last 
year to set up its own U.S. headquarters  
in Plainsfield just outside Indianapolis.

“By opening this facility in Plainfield,  
we will free up additional capacity at our 
primary ISO9001-certified driveshaft 
facility in Mississauga, Ontario, and 
continue to provide superior service in the 
local Ontario market, while remaining 
committed to our loyal partners across 
North America, who rely on our unit down 
shipments every day,” said Bill Statham.

The new facility offers Spicer and Meritor 
components primarily for medium- to 
heavy-duty vehicle classes as well as 
build-to-order manufacturing for 
customers in Indiana and across USA.  
It will also offer driveshaft repair services 
for the local market. 

STS, Scandinavia’s leading supplier of 
manual and automatic transmission 
solutions as well as torque converters, 
has appointed Linda Alexandersson to a 
newly established position as Manager, 
Engineering. The 35 year-old Alexanders-
son replaces Börje Myrberg, who has 
retired after nearly 40 years in the trans-
mission and remanufacturing business.

“It was obviously a challenge to replace 
Börje with his over 40 years of experience 
from our company and the industry as a 
whole. However, it has all worked out well 
and we have now created an entirely new 
position,” CEO Ola Stålebo told Reman 
World.

“This new role involves developing our 
processes to improve the efficiency and 
quality of our existing business,” Stålebo 
added. “We are also investing heavily in 
laying the groundwork for new business 
and adding new customers and product 
groups. A great deal is currently going on 
within the field of driveline, so this is the 
right time for new investment. It will 
ensure that we remain a strong player in 
the future remanufacturing markets.”
Linda Alexandersson joins STS from 
Volvo Cars, where she worked as a project 
manager in the paint shop at Volvo’s 
nearby Torslanda manufacturing facility.  
Her academic qualifications include a 
degree in mechatronics engineering from 
Chalmers Technical University in Gothen-
burg. 

Bill Statham – expanding Mascot

Linda Alexandersson, Manager, 
Engineering

Börje Myrberg, retiring Senior Manager, 
Remanufacturing  

UAE to Remanufacture 
Attack Helicopter Fleet

STS Shifts up a Gear With
New Management Position

Remanufacturing remains highly 
valued by military users in the world’s 
hot spots. In one recent development, 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
agreed a $3.5 billion US contract for 
37 remanufactured Boeing AH-64E 
Guardian attack helicopters as well as 
eight new ones. 

Approved by the US Department of 
State, the contract covers the aircraft, 
subsystems, including engines and 
on-board electronics, and training and 
logistical support. 

On the technical level, the deal has 

two main elements. The first is the 
remanufacturing of UAE’s entire 
Apache fleet. The process of 
remanufacturing the AH-64 is 
significant in that it comprises 
substantial replenishment work to the 
airframe, new engines, and upgrades 
to the onboard electronics and sensor 
suite. The United Kingdom and the 
U.S. Army are also remanufacturing 
their respective AH-64Ds to AH-64Es.
The second element is the additional 
nine new units, which will add to the 
UAE’s total fleet. Overall, the aim is to 
obtain a higher number of combat-
ready units. 
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RIC ACE Award
The Remanufacturing Industries Council, 
RIC, has opened nominations for its first 
annual RIC Remanufacturing ACE 
Awards. Nominations can be made for 
either an individual, company or organiza-
tion associated with the remanufacturing 
industry, RIC said.

Deadline for nominations is Friday, March 
31, 2017. Nominations are accepted online 
at http://www.remancouncil.org/ace-
awards.Winners will be announced at the 
RIC World Remanufacturing Conference on 
June 22, 2017, at Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, New York. 

The RIC Remanufacturing ACE Awards are 
based on RIC’s mission to Advocate, 
Collaborate, and Educate on behalf of the 
entire remanufacturing industry. The 
awards are the first of their kind involving 
the collaboration from a variety of other 
remanufacturing industry sector associa-
tions, RIC stated. 

Omar Cueto Re-elected
Chairman of APRA
In a departure from tradition, APRA, the 
Automotive Parts Remanufacturers 
Association, has chosen to re-elect Omar 
Cueto its Chairman for 2016/17. The 
decision means that Cueto will now serve 
two terms as opposed to the usual one 
year. Current President Joe Kripli will 
continue in his role as the association’s 
day-to-day leader.
“We have implemented a number of 
measures aimed at strengthening APRA’s 
procedures, its finances and the services 
that we want to offer to members,” said 
Cueto. “In the light of these, it was 
decided that I should continue as Chair-
man for another year. I’m confident that 
what we’re doing will demonstrate that 
APRA is a thriving organisation that will 
contribute significantly to the progress of 
the remanufacturing industry.”
Omar Cueto is owner and CEO of L&J 
Diesel Service, the long-standing diesel 

business in Jacksonville, Florida. The 
company specialises in remanufacturing 
the full range of diesel fuel injection 
systems for the aftermarket. 

Omar Cueto – one more year as APRA 
chairman
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CRR Launches New European 
Reman Organisation 

REMAN COUNCIL IN BRUSSELS

An offshoot of the Centre for 
Remanufacturing and ReUse in 
Aylesbury, North-West London,  

the CER aims to become the “focal point 
for remanufacturing policy dialogues in 
Europe”. A further objective is to 
strengthen ties between remanufacturers 
across the world, including China.

The launch event will mark the opening of 
CER’s new offices in Brussels from where it 
plans to help growing companies and 
create jobs in the European remanu-
facturing industry as well as act as a 
coordinated voice for the remanufacturing 
community, CER said.

“By locating the organisation’s office in 
Brussels the CER will work towards raising 
policy makers’ awareness and understand-
ing of the remanufacturing industry,” said 
David Fitzsimons, Managing Director of 
Oakdene Hollins, the consultancy that 
created and runs the Centre for Remanu-
facturing and ReUse.

AMBITIONS
“We are ambitious to promote remanu-
facturing at a global level. To do this we 
plan to mirror the US Reman Council and 
aim to be the point of contact in Europe 
for the National Key Lab in China. We 
think there is a growing interest at the UN, 

OECD, World Bank, WEF and elsewhere 
in how to make remanufacturing grow - 
just as recycling did from the 1980s, David 
Fitzsimons stated.”

CER will be launched at an event at 
Brussels’ Hotel Stanhope and will include 
speakers such as Walther Stahl of Switzer-
land, one of Europe’s foremost sustaina-
bility experts. 

On January 27, a new pan-European remanufacturing organisation, the Conseil Europeen  
de Remanufacture (CER) will launch in Brussels.
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